
 

 

Huesken Middle School Families,  
  
I hope this message finds you well. It is hard to believe that we are three weeks into our new normal. 
Despite the many challenges we face, I could not be any more proud of how our students have 
responded. Even though we are not in school, it is very clear that learning is still happening. I have 
greatly enjoyed engaging with students on Zoom sessions, reading their submitted assignments, and 
competing against them on Quizlet, Quizizz, and Gimkit (and let me tell you, they are pretty sharp). The 
best part of my role as principal is the ability to interact and engage our learners in an effort to help grow 
and shape them to become the best versions of themselves. Even though COVID-19 has thrown us a 
curveball, it has been a refreshing challenge to find ways to overcome the obstacles we face, and make 
the best of the situation. I am reminded of the level of perserverance needed to overcome this when I see 
how our students and teachers are responding online. I am extremely proud of the way our school 
community has adjusted to the cirumstances, and wanted to thank each and every one of you for your 
support.  
 
We will continue to follow the plan that I outlined in my last communication. Students will continue 
engaging in learning experiences on Schoology that advance their knowledge with new material. The 
next five weeks do not have interuptions from holidays. This consistency will allow students to follow a 
regular routine of focusing on Humanities courses on Mondays and Wednesdays, while focusing on 
STEAM courses on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Teachers will continue to hold optional virtual 
collaborative sessions (Zoom, or Schoology Conference) on the days that they are the focus area. These 
sessions are great opportunities for students to connect with their teachers and peers as they interact with 
the course work. No new learning will take place in these virtual collaborative sessions, but teachers 
may use interactive games to review material, or utilize that time in other creative ways to engage and 
interact with students. Please encourage your student to attend these sessions.  
  
The attached calendar (GHMS Instructional Calendar) organizes each day so that students and parents 
can see which classes are being focused on (Humanities or STEAM). This updated calendar extends 
through June 2, 2020. In addition to Humanities and STEAM days, I am very excited to introduce our 
20% Time initiative next Friday, April 24th. 20% Time is an opportunity for students to take ownership 
in their learning and engage in personalized learning based on a topic that they are passionate about. We 
are dedicating the next five Fridays to provide time for students to innovate, create, and drive the 
direction of their learning. I have created a Schoology course that provides direction for students. There 
is a Google Doc on the Schoology course that will help students document what they are learning or 
creating. There is no right or wrong; this is an opportunity for students to explore their passions and 
learn for the sake of learning. I have created two videos that explain the concept and practice of this 
event (20% Time Trailer, What is 20% Time, and how does it work at GHMS?).  
 



 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of our teachers, counselors, or 
administrators. We are here to help in any way that we can.  
 
Stay well,  
  
 
 

Denis P. Quirk 
Principal  
Gerald G. Huesken Middle School 
 
 
 


